TO-MORROW    S    AMERICA
extensively.' He stopped for a moment, and looked at me
as if he were a bishop whose faith was being attacked.
Then he said: 'Because all this is to-morrow's America!5
Although as an answer it was riot quite to the point, I did not
doubt the statement. I believe the contention that Siberia
is 'the land of the future'.
The towns we passed through were bristling with new
life. Since the revolution they have grown like mush-
rooms after the rain. Sverdlovsk, for instance: 1920—
90,000 people; 1936—500,000. And there are new centres
such as Magnitogorsk with 37 families in 1926 and a popula-
tion of 160,000 ten years later. The country is enormously
rich in natural wealth. It has the largest gold deposits
in the world, although as for producing gold Russia
ranks only second. Siberia's forest is quantitatively and
qualitatively supreme. In the Kuznctzk basin it has coal
enough to supply the whole world for three hundred years,
according to an estimate by a French scientist. In the
Tungus basin it has at least as much again. It has more
platinum than the rest of the world all tolcL Its iron ore,
its oil deposits, its untapped metals, its rare earths, its tin in
the north and its copper in the south, and its waterpower
of 128,000,000 kilowatts, single it out for the mightiest and
most prosperous industrial area of the future. In the Far
Eastern provinces alone seven hundred various deposits
of gold, platinum, silver, lead, zinc, copper, tungsten, coal,
oil, iron, manganese, have been located so far. The figure
goes into thousands if one includes west and central and
southern as well as far northern Siberia. An area the
third of the whole of Asia and twenty-five times as large as
France, it lacks only two things: men and transport. Since
the completion of its conquest by Russia in the first years of
the eighteenth century this huge country has only been
settled by 23,000,000 people as against the 260,000 counted
at the start. Its native population was decimated in these
two hundred and fifty years. During the last century exiles
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